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Abstract:

Cognitive mechanisms behind language acquisition, processing, and evolution continue to remain a mystery.

From this perspective, language is a human miracle. Language is more than a medium for communication. Language and culture
are tightly intertwined. Languages should be preserved and celebrated for their beauty and diversity rather than passively
accepting state sponsored efforts to establish the primacy of one language over others.
There are 7,099 known living languages in the world. India is home to 462 languages, of which 448 are living, and 14 are
extinct. Of the living languages, 55 are in trouble of extinction, and 13 are dying. Telugu is one of the classical Indian languages
with a vast literature, rich vocabulary, and melodic sounds. It used to be the second most spoken language in India. However,
recently its position has slipped to third. Classical languages in India including Telugu are under a severe assault from both
English and Hindi. If the current trends go unchecked, by 2050, there will be a dramatic decrease in the Telugu speaking
population. Furthermore, the language will lose its original melody and rich vocabulary through an unbridled infusion of words from
languages such as English and Hindi.
Computer Science offers unprecedented opportunities to save, revive, celebrate, and advance all human languages. In
this talk, I will discuss how big data and machine learning can be leveraged to preserve and promote languages in general, and
the Telugu language in particular.
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